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teacher. If the adult is genuinely disliked, the child tends
to take a negative attitude toward everything which that
person asks him to do. Attempting to rebuild confidence
and good fellowship is the first step toward winning obedi-
ence. An adult who is always oppressively right and says,
"I told you so," is likely to arouse antagonism of an un-
reasonable but very human type.
The mother may be irritable because she is busy and
worried with many things. Better management of the home
might help. If the housework is more efficiently planned
and executed, time can be saved so that the mother will
have opportunity for the rest and recreation she needs for
developing a personality which will make a favorable im-
pression on her child.
Perhaps the fault is in the environment of the child. Are
there plenty of interesting things for him to do, things suited
to his capacity, safe, and not annoying to anyone else?
For Satan finds some mischief still,
For idle hands to do.
A
child who is interested in desirable activities is not so
/cely to do the things that are prohibited. Are the objects
! i the environment that most often cause disobedience abso-
utely necessary? It is natural for a child to want to handle
and play with the things he sees. There are enough rules
in the ordinary routine of living to which he must acquiesce
— rules about food, sleep, and avoidance of danger. Un-
necessary restrictions, therefore, should be avoided. Empha-
sizing his rights — the things in the environment he may
touch and use — helps to avoid the feeling of too much
prohibition.
Perhaps the child is tired or irritated about something
else. There is sometimes a diffusion of discontent that ac-
counts for specific negative reactions.
Most fundamental of all is the concept of obedience. Fifty
years ago obedience to authority was the first law of educa-
tion. Children were expected to do the tasks set for them
whether or not they understood the reasons for them. Today

